
JBHS Distance Learning Update 

Week 3 

April 7, 2020 

Hello Barlow Community - 

We are counting our Distance Learning time in weeks now!  But for those of us still 
counting days, today was day 12. 

To say we miss our students is such an understatement!  Yesterday Ms. Desmarais, 
Mrs. McTague, and I were talking about how much we miss wishing students "Good 
Morning!" as they enter the school, some of bleary-eyed and some wide awake all 
eager to greet friends and teachers.   

Thank you for following CDC guidelines regarding social distancing.  The weather these 
past few days has been spectacular, but remember that all parks, ball fields, tennis 
courts, and other gathering places are closed.  The police will take notice for the safety 
of all of us! 

As we come up on Spring Break, this is a good time to remind you to visit our Distance 
Learning Plan.  You will see that we ask teachers to post work on a Monday morning 
and that work is due over the course of a week's time.   

Due to religious observances, we are not asking for work to be turned in on Thursday, 
April 9th.  Therefore, Week Three of Distance Learning will extend to include Thursday, 
April 16th and Friday, April 17th.  Week Four will begin on Monday, April 20th. 

Several students have expressed some confusion as to the schedule, so please allow 
me a moment to clarify.   We follow a Black/Gold schedule Monday-Thursday with 
Friday running a Falcon schedule so that students will have specific times to reach their 
classroom teachers.  To the best of his/her ability, teachers will be available virtually to 
students during their regular classroom period in order to respond to questions and offer 
assistance in real time.  

Assignments may be handed in outside of the given class period (in fact - surprising no 
one! - based on our student survey, we know the majority of our learners are working on 
schoolwork after 9:30am and the work continues into the evening hours as family 
obligations and availability to technology allow.)   

If students have questions regarding work expectations and due dates, please reach out 
directly to the classroom teacher.  As I shared with one student, Distance Learning is as 
new to our teachers as it is to our students. 



And our teachers are doing an amazing job!  I applaud their efforts and their continued 
willingness to explore new ways to use technology to instruct their classes. 

Along those lines, I remind you that teacher availability will be reduced on Thursday, 
April 9th and again on Thursday, April 16th and Friday, April 17th.  At 12:00pm, 
teachers will be engaged in professional development time.   

Some students may choose to use April Break to finish work, catch up on missing 
assignments, or they may take the time to pursue enrichment activities (lots of good 
books to read, virtual museum visits and Ted Talks out there!).  Students are also 
encouraged to unplug and step away from the computer!   

Week Four of Distance Learning will pick up on Monday, April 20, 2020.  We hope to 
have more direction regarding how long we will be away from each other and for 
example, what our next steps are in end-of-the-year ceremonies, grading practices, and 
our daily schedule moving forward. 

Thank you for your patience, for your encouraging email messages, and for the 
feedback we receive on a daily basis from our teachers, parents, and students.   

As your needs change, remember that we are a couple of clicks or a phone call away! 

Be well. 

Dr. Pin:  203-673-4575  gpin@gmail.com 
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